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Oh, why, hello 
there! It’s very nice

to meet you. You can 
call me  E. coli.

You see, for BILLIONS of years, usmicrobes have beenhanging out on Earth...

...before any animals,

plants, or humans 

were on this planet!
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But, we have a

VERY special bond

with humans.

For years,

we’ve made

you sick --

HEY!  Phage, here! Not all of usmake you sick.Many of us are yourfriends, like me!
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...two SCIENTISTS,
named Leeuwenhoek

and Hook, discovered us
using a MICROSCOPE.

STOMACH

ANYWAY, you humansdidn't know we existedbecause you can't see uswith your eyes! HA!

This all changedWHEN...
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 Micro means "small", 
ORGANISMS mean "living things."

We are small and alive!

Microscope
You see, a

MICROSCOPE is a 
tool that can zoom 
in and see things 
that are REALLY 

tiny, like us!

That's why they call us MICROBES,
short for microorganisms.



Now, SCIENTISTS 
are obsessed with us!

I mean, I don't 
blame them.

Look at our fabulous
shapes and colors!
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Our shapes and colorsplay an important role inhow we adapt, attack,survive, and do our work!

SCIENTISTS have sent
you our ID cards. Grab

your cards and check out
our super powers!
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99

Grab 3 Microbe ID
Cards from your
teacher.

Check out your cards! 

Play games, trade,
and collect cards!

HANDS-ON
ACTIVITY

C H E C K L I S T
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MEET THE MICROBES
Bad Microbes
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MEET THE MICROBES
Bad Microbes
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MEET THE MICROBES
Good Microbes
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